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Speaker Notes for Lynnwood Apologetics Group Annual Conference

June 19, 2010   Bart Knight

Good morning,

S1  I’m excited to be able to share with you about apologetics.  My family attended a seminar much like this one about two years ago and we’ve been apologizing ever since. I’ll touch on that more in a minute.  I have enjoyed helping my kids prepare apologetics speeches, teaching at Lynnwood Apologetics Group and judging apologetics at local and regional tournaments.  I also judged a preliminary round and had opportunity to watch a room of semi-finalists and most of the finals round at Nationals last week, so I have some fresh information on what works and what doesn’t when it comes to NCFCA apologetics.
My goal today is to help you understand what it takes to succeed in doing apologetics in the National Christian Forensics and Communications Association (the NCFCA).  Sorry guys, but forensics doesn’t mean we perform autopsies.  It simply means public speech, using structured arguments, as in a law court or debate.  I hope to accomplish four things today. I first want to talk very briefly about rhetoric, which is speech intended to persuade or convince an audience. You will be able to apply that to many kinds of speech for the rest of your life.  I will then explain what apologetics means in the context of the NCFCA.  After that, I will give an overview of the questions used in competition and how to prepare speeches efficiently, and finally I will discuss resources that will help you gather the information you need to prepare for apologetics.  
How many of you think you know what rhetoric means?  S2  Rhetoric means the art of speaking or writing in a way that convinces your audience to believe something or to take a desired action. Before I go into this, I need to warn you that I will be using a few Greek words.  I will use the standard New Mexico version of Greek pronunciation.  If you prefer to pronounce your Greek differently, then please continue to do so. 
 The idea of rhetoric goes back to the philosopher Aristotle over 2300 years ago, who broke rhetoric down into three elements or tools, ethos, pathos and logos.  Knowing these tools and how to use them will help you write and deliver convincing speeches on any kind of topic.

The first element is ethos, which is related to our word ethics.  When you speak, you have to earn your audience’s confidence in real time.  People respond positively to speakers that they perceive to be ethical and reliable.  Some ways to indicate your reliability include professional appearance and demeanor, learning to speak with confidence, using appropriate vocabulary and establishing eye contact with your audience. Another way to show ethos during your speech is to use quotes from trustworthy people in your speech to give your audience confidence that your view is shared by respected experts.  Ethos is very important to every speech.  If your audience sees you as unreliable, disorganized or unprepared they will not be easily convinced of your positions.

Pathos is also an important part of any speech.  We get the word pathetic from the same Greek root, but we aren’t going for pathetic speeches here.  Pathos is an appeal to desire or emotion. Pathos is everywhere.  Many Christian books and sermons you will hear in American churches will appeal primarily to the desires and emotions of the audience.  We are so used to equating religious speech with pathos, that many judges will weigh it very heavily in ranking speakers. But, pathos can be dangerous if not done right.  It can sound insincere, manipulative or even sarcastic. One way to use pathos very effectively, while avoiding some of the dangers of it, is to include personal application in your speech.  Tell the judges why it matters to you and why it should matter to them.  Show them that what you are communicating can address their needs and desires and that it has had a positive effect on your own life.  I need to note here that some of us are very moved by hearing important truths about God ably defended and that is all the pathos we really want or need.  The fact is that most Christians in our world today are not moved by the doctrines of our faith, and you will need to find other ways to hold their interest and make them care.  
I will be spending a lot of time on the final element of rhetoric, logos.  Logos is reason, factual information and logical conclusions supported by the facts.  The very best speeches will use all three of the tools of rhetoric to appeal to the widest possible audience.  Some judges will listen to your facts and arguments and judge based on those.  Some judges will want you to gaze into their eyes, tell them your deepest secrets, and make them cry a little.  Some will not trust you if your tie is not straight, your shoes are not clean, or your hair is not combed.  These are just the facts, and it is your job to learn to communicate with judges as they are, not as you might wish for them to be.  That means paying careful attention to every aspect of your preparation, your speaking and your appearance.
Let’s now focus in a bit more on apologetics.  I have a multiple choice quiz for you. S3 

If you think of the most frequent use of apologize, it usually means an expression of regret, but it’s more formal meaning is simply to give a reason for something. Apologetics is almost a synonym for apologies and comes from a Greek word, apologia.  S4  In the common Greek used in writing the New Testament, apologia referred to a speech that someone appearing before a ruler or court would give in defense of himself or someone else. When Paul appeared before Agrippa as recorded in Acts 26, he made an apologeiomai, a defense of himself, regarding his actions in spreading the gospel. In more formal Greek, the word apologia is a compound Greek word from two other words.  Apo means from, or out of, logia means logic or reason. According to Peter, we should all be prepared to offer reasoned defenses of the things we believe.  He wrote the following:

1 Peter 3:13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect,

The fact is that you live in a world that is hostile to your faith.  Being prepared to deal knowledgably, gently and respectfully with challenges to your faith is not just a good idea.  It is part of what every Christian is called to do. The word defense in this passage again translates the word apologia, and the word reason translates the word logos.   

Now that we know in general what apologetics is, let’s look more specifically at apologetics speeches in the NCFCA. S5 Let’s begin with a few general facts.  The NCFCA expresses the purpose of the apologetics speech form as follows: “The goal of apologetics is to motivate students to study the core issues of the faith and be prepared to articulate a defense of what they believe.” The purpose of NCFCA apologetics is twofold.  We want you to be prepared to articulate what you learn in a way that can inform or convince someone else, and we want to motivate you to learn Christian doctrine well so that you have something worthwhile to say.  

In competition, you will draw three questions from an envelope or pick them up from a table without seeing them.  You will then choose one of the questions to answer.  You will have four minutes to prepare before giving your speech. You will hear a lot about cards today.  During your speech, you may hold and read from cards and only cards.  Cards are simply 4 by 6 index cards that you will prepare beforehand or you may quickly write on a card or two during your preparation time.  You may write anything you like on your cards, including a reminder to stand straight and smile, if that is helpful to you.  You will get hands-on practice today in writing a card set for a speech. An apologetics speech is up to six minutes long.  During your speech, a timer will provide signals or show time cards to let you know how much time you have left.  This will help you pace your speech so that you finish on time and include your most important information.  The goal of every apologetics speaker is to use precisely six minutes for their speech. That requires careful preparation and the ability to pace yourself and adapt as you go along.  That comes from practice, practice and more practice.  That, in a nutshell, describes what you have already seen in the demonstration speeches this morning.
I will spend the rest of my time talking about how to prepare the factual information, reasoning and logical discussion, the logos that you will use in your speeches.   I found some profound wisdom recently on a bottle of Vitamin Water.  S6 The “stuff in between” in life is often very important. You might think of the factual information and logical argument in an apologetics speech as the stuff in the middle, or the meat in the sandwich.  Your introduction to your speech may be light and intended primarily to establish with your judges that you are likeable and have a nice smile.  You might even tell a joke.  The end of your speech will likely be an appeal to action or belief.  The stuff in between is the factual information and logical argument that makes apologetics a reasoned defense of the faith, and it is really important.

The first step in making a defense is to understand the charges. S7  There was a man who was arrested and taken to court and was standing in front of the judge.  He had been present at the scene of an accident, but believed that he had done nothing wrong and had refused to speak to or listen to the arresting officer and insisted that he would only speak to a judge.   When his turn came, he was shown into a courtroom.  The judge asked him what had happened, and he said, “I was walking along the sidewalk, about halfway down the block, when I heard a big crash in the store across the street.  I ran over to see if I could help, but they had it under control so I crossed the street again and then this officer stopped me and made me get in his patrol car.  I didn’t have anything to do with the accident and I demand to be freed immediately.”  The judge said, “Based on your testimony, I find you guilty as charged”.  The man said, “what do you mean guilty?  Guilty of what?”   The judge replied, “Jaywalking”.   The moral of the story is, don’t start your defense until you understand the charges.  In our case, we don’t want to answer a question until we really understand the question itself.
I will now walk through the categories and types of questions contained in the NCFCA Apologetics Questions, give some examples of each, and describe some of the ways we can best begin to respond to them.
S8  There are five categories of questions on our list.  They cover the following subjects:

Category 1 Existence and Nature of God
Category 2 Scriptures
Category 3 The Nature, Purpose and Destiny of Man
Category 4 Salvation or How to Know God
Category 5 The Person of Christ
Within each category, there are three types of questions:

Definitions

General Questions

Statement Analysis

Each type of question will present its own set of challenges, but some are easier than others.  

The definitions are generally the easiest type of apologetic question to respond to, but aren’t always the easiest to understand.  Some of them may require a first stop at a dictionary, because not all the words are used in everyday conversation.  
S9 A typical definition question is:

“Explain the meaning and significance of the immutability of God.”  
Immutability is the doctrine that God does not change.  In a round I once judged, a young man gave a very impressive speech and I wrote the following comment on his ballot. “You gave a great speech for the immanence of God, the doctrine that He is everywhere present and involved with creation.  Unfortunately, your topic was immutability, the doctrine that God does not change.”  I also gave him last place in the round.  Definition questions require one very important thing.  You have to actually define the word or phrase correctly.  There is an advantage to preparing for the definitions questions first.  Knowing and being able to defend these doctrines will provide the basis for responding to other types of questions.  An understanding of the meaning and significance of the characteristics of God, the nature and purpose of man, and other topics are the foundation stones upon which you will build your answers to the other types of questions.

Another type of question is simply called “general questions”.  These questions will present a situation or concept and ask how the Christian faith relates to it.
S10  A typical General Question would be:

“Open theology states that God is constantly changing and growing with His creation. Respond to this Biblically.”   I will talk more about this in a minute, but you will usually find that the general questions relate to one or more of the doctrinal definition questions.  This question obviously relates to the definition of immutability.
S11 The third type of question is statement analysis.  Here is an example:

Evaluate and respond to the following statement, “All men were born with ten fingers and toes but no one was born with the knowledge of God.” Voltaire
Some people think these are the most important questions to learn to address. Most of the statement analyses come from a skeptical or adversarial position toward Christianity.  Most of them are simply examples of things that are not true.  So why would we want to research and respond to these?  As I like to put it, why should I care about Voltaire?  Two weeks ago today, I was standing in the entry hall of Thomas Jefferson’s home, Monticello.  In this entry hall, Jefferson had placed four head statues.  One was of Jefferson himself, one of his political enemy John Adams on the opposite side of the room, another was of a French enlightenment philosopher named Diderot, and the one positioned closest to the statue of Jefferson was Voltaire.  The thoughts of Thomas Jefferson pervade our constitution and understanding of government, and he was in turn heavily influenced by Voltaire.  So we should care about Voltaire, and specifically how we can understand his world view, its relationship to our faith, and how our national experience has been influenced by it. 
One of the fun things about the statement analyses is that you can take many approaches to interpreting and responding to the question. What did Voltaire really mean?  Was he wrong or right?  Can we prove or disprove his conclusion from scripture?  My suggestion would be that you tackle the definitions and general questions first, but if you see a compelling statement analysis that you can’t wait to conquer, go for it.  

So, how many prepared cards and speeches do you really need?  S12 One common answer to this question is probably “just one more”.  If you get to a round and have no information available for any of the three questions you draw, you will wish you had just one more card done.  Another answer is, prepare five cards, one from each category, and pray really, really hard.  You really can’t wait until you have lots of cards done to start competing.  You will learn a lot from competing and watching other competitors that will help you in preparing cards, so the two go together.  You will be creating new cards and improving old ones throughout your years of competition.  If you do it well, they will be a valuable resource you can use for the rest of your life. 
Some of you will want a more mathematical approach to the question of how many cards you need, so here goes. S13 There are exactly one hundred NCFCA apologetics questions.  Some people have done the calculation that if I always get to draw three questions and if I have 98 cards done I will never be without a card.  Actually, in a given round, the questions will come from only one category.  If you have all but two questions done in each category, then you will always have a card for one of the questions you draw.  So, here’s something you can do today to get a head start.  You can take the list and mark off two questions from each category.  You will then only have 90 questions left, and you haven’t even made a single card!  If you don’t have 50 of them done you still have an 88% chance of getting one you do have in your next round.  Don’t let the numbers of total questions scare you off. Just start where you are and whittle away at it.
S14  One great way to maximize your preparation time and help you get more cards done sooner is to identify multiple subjects that you will be able to address using the same information. In my review of the questions, I gave examples of the definition for immutability, and a general question about Open Theology.  There are actually at least four cards that you could prepare from the information you would find in researching the doctrine of immutability.  Many of the general questions cards will be easily prepared by adapting a definition card.  
This doesn’t mean you should try to write the Acme All Purpose Apologetic Card. S15 This won’t work, because you need to have plenty of specific information to address each question without deviating from the topic. One other consideration in choosing what questions to tackle first is to make sure you have some cards for each category.  In other words, don’t spend all your time making cards for the 31 questions in Category 1 before you tackle questions from other categories, because you will answer questions from 3 categories during preliminary rounds, and all five categories if you advance to finals at a tournament.  
S16 What if you don’t have any card for the round you are in?  Use the card you have that is most closely related, quickly tell why it is related, and give a great speech.  This is a good time to talk about staying on topic.  One of the most difficult questions is whether or not to include a gospel presentation in all of your speeches.  I have heard speeches where someone was asked a question about something like the Canon of Scripture, talked about that for two sentences, and then moved on to the sinfulness of man, our need for a savior, and how to receive Christ. Such a speech may be heartfelt, well done and very appealing emotionally to judges, but it doesn’t do justice to the topic of the canon.  This past year, the NCFCA clarified that you need not present the gospel during your speeches and added a one rank penalty for failing to adhere to the topic.  There is some lingering confusion about this.  Some judges sincerely believe that if you don’t present the gospel, then there is no point in doing the speech.  I think they are wrong about that, but I respect their zeal for the gospel.  Judging is always subjective, and perhaps nowhere more than in this area.
To summarize this overview of the apologetics questions, I have looked at the five categories of questions and the three types of questions.  I have suggested ways to use your preparation work to get the most cards done, and I have given you permission to ignore at least 10 questions entirely.  That’s really good progress so far.
S16 Now I want to give you a few minutes to ask any questions you have about the questions or how we do apologetics in NCFCA, and then I will talk about resources you can use to develop your content.

S17 Resources

Preparing to do apologetics will involve learning not only doctrine, but how we can show the truth of that doctrine from scripture and the shared truths of our faith derived from scripture by the Church.  Learning these things well enough to be able to defend them adequately requires something that can best be described as work.  It’s really interesting and fun work, but it is still work. I decided to write an apologetic Haiku.

S18

The truth can be hard!

Error may be easier.

Fluff no work at all.

We are commanded by Jesus to love God with our mind, as well as our heart and soul.  Loving God with our minds means putting it to use in ways that honor Him.  He has given us His written revelation to be read and pondered and even puzzled over.  To neglect this is not loving God or others who desperately need to hear what the Bible teaches us. 
In addition to our own reading of the Bible, God has gifted the Church with Pastors and teachers who are able to interpret the Bible better than we are.  I work with engine companies who make turbofans for Boeing jetliners.  If a theologian wanted to know the takeoff thrust of a GEnx-1B74 on a 787 on an 86 degree day at Sea Level, 0.25 Mach number, he should give me a call.  If I want to know more about the relationship between atonement and propitiation, it just makes sense to see what theologians have to say about it.  So, now I have told you why you ought to use knowledge, reason and resources in the process of doing apologetics.  What kinds of resources will you want to use? S19
Almost every response to every question we will address will rely on the use of scripture.  One of the first things you need to decide is which translation or translations of scripture you want to use.  This is really a matter of personal preference.  My family generally prefers to use the English Standard or New American Standard translations because they are accurate translations with minimal paraphrasing.  I would avoid using a paraphrase version, such as The Message, as many Christians have concerns about paraphrased versions.  If your family has a preference for the King James Version, then use that, but you may need to think about clarifying some wording that may not be clear to modern ears as you do your speech.  For example, if you read “study to shew thyself approved unto God”, in modern English it means “do your best to present yourself to God as one proven by testing”.  It is up to you to make that clear. 
The first resource you will need in addition to your Bible is a dictionary.  Some of you may have a copy of Webster’s 1828 Dictionary, sometimes known as the inspired version.  It does have some definitions that are helpful from a historic Protestant perspective.  If you don’t have one, I found at least one web site that allows you to search it online, but I think any good dictionary will work just fine and I don’t give extra credit for using an archaic one instead of a new one.  
While we’re thinking about difficult words, I want to touch briefly on the words you will use in writing your cards.  I love to read old books and I love big words and I like to arrange words in ways that sound interesting.  Why say improve, when you can say ameliorate?  Why say spit when you can say expectorate?  Why say put out the window when you can say defenestrate?  How about a sentence like, “In order to ameliorate my comfort, I expectorated and defenestrated a farthing of phlegm”.  A good vocabulary can help convince your judges that you are intelligent and believable, but make sure you are using language that is comfortable for you.  If you are going to use big words, you must know what they mean and use them appropriately, be able to pronounce them correctly and say them smoothly, with no pausing or stumbling.  One young man in the finals round at Nationals kept talking about the anecdote for sin.  He meant antidote, and we understood that, but his ethos was damaged at that point. This is a speech competition, not a writing competition, and you can work together on cards as a family or club, but if you don’t write all the words you must still make the words your own.  Even if you write all your original content yourself, you will often use quotations or scripture passages that will contain big words.  Practice all your cards until you can present them easily and with proper emphasis and expression. 
Once you have a Bible and a dictionary, you can consider other resources.  This is where your personal convictions and opinions start to matter.  In this seminar today there are families with different opinions on many doctrines.  You will find for the most part that the NCFCA questions are not very controversial for most Christians, but the sources you choose to quote will vary based on your denomination or tradition.  In addition, as you dig deeper and explore the implications of doctrines, differences can become more apparent.  Your task is to know what you believe, why you believe it and how to defend it.  Use resources that support your own beliefs.  Along with this, strive to grow in your respect and appreciation for other views so that your knowledge builds others up rather than tearing them down.  There is nothing worse than an amateur theologian with a big chip on his shoulder.
 I want to emphasize that you don’t need a lot of resources to do apologetics.  Our family started with one book, and we have acquired quite a few more, but to be honest, we seldom use more than three of the books we have bought.  I will also caution you that if it says apologetics on the cover, it may or may not be that helpful for your speeches.  As we saw in our quiz, the term apologetics is used in many ways other than the way we are using it today, and some books using the term in the title are philosophical in nature, use a lot of technical language or primarily present information on comparative world views and religions.  They may be very good books to own and read, but not the most helpful in preparing for apologetics speeches.
One valuable resource for apologetics is a systematic theology. S20 Now, that sounds intimidating, but it really isn’t.  Systematic theology is a discipline of Christian theology that attempts to formulate an orderly, rational, and coherent account of the Christian faith. It considers scripture and how the church has interpreted scripture over the last 2000 years. That is exactly the kind of scriptural, logical and reasonable information that is used in apologetics.  One of the most interesting and rewarding things about the process of doing apologetics has been to read and learn from various writers of systematic theologies.

Our family favorite is Wayne Grudem’s Systematic Theology.  Here it is. S21 It is 1291 pages long, and is subtitled “An Introduction to Bible Doctrine”.  If this is just the introduction, I can’t wait for the rest of it.  We just call it “Grudem” for short, and it is common at our house to hear somebody calling out, “where’s Grudem?”  If you can only afford to purchase one resource, this is the one I would most recommend.  It has a Bible saturated approach to all the basic doctrines covered by the apologetics questions.  It is also divided up very logically, and you can start anywhere in the book.  Grudem has also included helps like copies of some of the historic confessions of faith and creeds, and where to find related information in other references covering a wide spectrum of traditions and denominations.  The biggest advantage of this particular book is that it is written in very understandable language.  Wayne Grudem has become somewhat a hero among young evangelicals.  In fact, if you search on Youtube, you can find a very entertaining 1950’s style rock and roll music video titled “Go Wayne Grudem”.  If you are ready to go with Grudem, there are a few copies available for purchase here today at cost.  If you don’t buy them all, I may buy another one and hide it from my kids.
Having given this glowing report on Grudem, you might assume that I agree with everything in the book.  I don’t. I only agree with about 94% of it.  The fact is that if you buy any book of theology that you do not write yourself, you will disagree with some of the ideas contained in the book.  I would personally encourage you to read books you don’t completely agree with. I have learned best by interacting with ideas that I didn’t think were true.  Sometimes, I even change my mind. If you strongly disagree with Calvinism to the extent that it would make his teaching on all topics suspect, then you would probably not enjoy using Grudem’s book.  
S22 Another excellent systematic theology is that written by Norman Geisler.  This one is available in four volumes and the whole set will cost a little over a hundred dollars at Amazon, but you don’t need all four volumes to do apologetics.  Geisler is a former head of Dallas Theological Seminary and a widely respected author of many books.  If you would prefer not to use Grudem, you might be more comfortable with Geisler.  It is an excellent resource, and some families use and appreciate both Grudem and Geisler. 
A third systematic theology may qualify for distinction as the longest title in a modern theological work. It is by Tony Evans.  I haven’t seen this one, but the Frye family likes it.  It is longer than Grudem at 1376 pages.  
S23 In addition to a good systematic theology, I find if very helpful to consult one or more of the historic confessions of faith.  The reality is that every one of us who professes to believe anything has a confession of faith or a creed.  Some people write them down.  If you come from a tradition or denomination that subscribes to a historic confession, then that will be a valuable resource for you in preparing your cards.  If you come from a tradition that doesn’t have an agreed confession of faith, you might consider exploring some of the widely used confessions that have stood the test of time.  These would include the Westminster Confession which is the Presbyterian confession, the First and Second London Baptist Confessions, the Articles of Concord, which is the Lutheran confession, or the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion which is an Anglican confession and is also one of the doctrinal standards of Methodists.  Proper use and citation of a recognized historic confession can add depth and credibility to your speeches.  Like any written work, you don’t have to agree with everything in a confession to learn from it and quote it in your speech.

S24  What if you could buy a workbook written specifically to help you do apologetics in the NCFCA?  Actually, you can.  There is a small publishing firm near Colorado Springs called Monument Publishing.  They publish and sell books to help prepare debaters and speakers compete in the NCFCA.  When I heard last Fall that they were putting out a book for apologetics, called The Silver Book, I approached it with fear and trembling.  I was afraid we were on the road to McApologetics using McCards.  I’m happy to say they have produced a resource that would be very helpful, particularly for beginners.  They provide a page for each question with room to record your notes, appropriate scripture references, and in most cases suggested references in Grudem or other books and websites. 

I have two more favorite resources that I want to mention briefly.  J.I. Packer has written a short book titled “Concise Theology”. There are a few copies available for purchase here today. R.C. Sproul has written a similar book called “Essential Truths of the Christian Faith”.  These are not only very valuable resources for preparing cards, but we have used them in our family devotion times.  The sections are brief, meaty and provide scriptural references that will allow you to explore more on each theme.  This would be an excellent way for you to begin working on a card, going through an appropriate section in one or both of these books as a family, and then writing a card or two that relates to that section.
So, now we have talked about things you can buy that will help you.  Let’s talk about apologetics for almost free.  I say almost, because I really think you need to buy some 4 by 6 cards.  I am convinced that you could do everything else using resources available free.   S25  

What does a pastor do each Sunday?  He hopefully preaches a sermon, which hopefully includes reasoned defenses of doctrines of our faith, using scripture and other resources.  Start taking your question list to church and jotting down ideas and scripture references that your pastor uses to defend doctrines covered by the questions.  If you don’t hear any, then consider finding a new church.  One of my favorite resources for cards is the online sermon manuscripts at Desiring God.  These manuscripts cover thirty years of the preaching of John Piper at Bethlehem Baptist Church in Minneapolis.  The website is easy to search and you will almost find something useful for your card, and it’s all free.
Another popular web site for apologetics is E-Sword.  This website allows you to download a basic application that provides for things like keyword searches of scripture.  There are also free downloads of commentaries available.  There is some paid content offered on the site as well.  

My most used online resource is Blueletterbible.org.  This site allows you to search the King James Version by keyword, effectively replacing a concordance, but also has a great feature that lets you look up the original Greek, Hebrew or Aramaic words, their roots and their meanings.  You can also compare translations.  One handy feature of most of the online Bible and Bible software offerings is that you can copy and paste selections of scripture right into a document as you develop your card.

Another thing you might want to learn more about is how a professional apologist works and thinks.  Dr. William Lane Craig has written many good resources and participated in scholarly debates with well-known opponents of our faith.  His web site, reasonablefaith.org, has many good resources written from both popular and scholarly perspectives.  Some of his material will be very helpful even as a beginner and some of it will be very challenging even to adults with long Christian experience.
There are additional website suggestions listed on your sheet.  I want to make one caution about theology on the web.  Some of it is great, some of it is not quite right but good on the whole, some of it is worrisome but within the boundaries of our faith and some of it is evil, blasphemous and dangerous.  You can’t just do a Google search, grab whatever pops up and write a card using it. Draw from sources recognized widely within the evangelical community. 
S26 Whatever outside evidence you use, one very important aspect of using it properly is what we call borrowed language.  When an author writes something, or you hear a speech, the author or speaker has invested time and effort into preparing those words and thoughts.  It is important that we not steal the work of others, and the way we honor their work is to properly give them credit when we use their words and ideas.  If you are going to use a quote in a speech, you need to tell your audience that you are using another’s words.  You would typically say something like, Dr. John Piper has said; “Raking is easy but all you get is leaves.  Digging is hard but you might find diamonds.”

Even in using ideas that may be unique to an author, it is appropriate to give credit even if you don’t use his exact words.  An example would be; theologian Dr. John Frame discusses eternality not as God’s absence from time, but His presence as Lord of time with complete control over time.

Properly giving credit for borrowed words and ideas not only is important to your integrity, but will give your speech added credibility and authority.  One of the worst things to do is to make citations like, “one theologian has said” or “some theologians say”.  When I hear that I visualize The Unknown Theologian.  S28 If you don’t know who said it or you are ashamed to say who said it, then don’t use it.  Doing so can only damage your credibility.  
S27  I want to spend my remaining time on a different kind of resource that will be very helpful to you as you progress in apologetics.  That is your judge ballots.  The feedback you get from your judges can be very helpful to you in improving your content and the way you present your speeches.  You should also understand the NCFCA ballot before you even begin to prepare your cards, because it basically tells you what your judges will be looking for in your speeches.  For example, the ballot has a line for use of scripture and another for proper use of other resources, so make sure you include these in every speech.  Some judges will rate you on every single line item on the ballot, so try to do well on each of them.  
After your tournaments, you will want to review your ballots carefully.  To be honest, not every ballot you get will be helpful.  Judges come from many Christian traditions, and they will look for different things in ranking speakers.  You are not supposed to be ranked lower because you present a view that your judge may not agree with, but you are expected to give accurate and correct answers to your questions, so there is some tension in this. You may get an occasional ballot that seems unfair or incorrect to you and judges will differ greatly from each other in their rankings.  Kathryn had a round at Nationals where she got 1st, 2nd and fifth and below.  As Kathryn’s dad, and being totally unbiased in every way, I think that the judge that gave her first was right, the one that gave her second was almost right, and the one that ranked her lower was tragically confused, bless her heart. But, you will often learn more from the comments of those who didn’t rank you highly than you will from those who give you a glowing ballot suitable for framing.  I have in general found NCFCA judges to be very helpful and they truly want you to succeed in your development as a speaker.

S29
 Today, I have tried to let you know how apologetics is done in the NCFCA, described the elements of rhetoric that lead to great speeches, given you an overview of the questions used, and recommended some resources and ideas to help you prepare and improve your speeches.  I will now be very happy to take questions on anything I talked about or didn’t talk about today.

